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Question on Notice

No. 313

Asked on Tues 9 March 2010

MURRI COURT

Mr KERRY SHINE asked the Attorney-General and Minister for Industrial Relations (Mr

Dick) -

QUESTION:

Will the Attorney-General advise on the formation and operation of a Murri Court in

Toowoomba?

ANSWER:

Magistrates, service providers and Indigenous communities have worked together to establish 17 Murri Courts in Brisbane, Caboolture, Cairns, Caloundra, Charters Towers, Cherbourg, Cleveland, Coen, Ipswich, Mackay, Maryborough, Mount Isa, Richlands, Rockhampton, St George, Townsville and Toowoomba.

Magistrate Ryan presided over the first sitting of the Murri Court in Toowoomba on Thursday, 14 January 2010 and it continues to operate one Thursday of each month. The pilot phase will support the refinement of court operations prior to its official opening.

The Toowoomba Justice Group, community Elders, local magistrates and the Department of Justice and Attorney-General have successfully collaborated over the preceding two-year period to establish the Toowoomba Murri Court for adult offenders.

Elders and Respected Persons are integral to the Murri Court process. They serve in the Courts as volunteers, sitting with the Magistrate in order to offer culturally appropriate advice to, and on persons appearing in court.

Elders and Respected Persons offer their time and services to the wider community, working with the police, Community Justice Group, Youth Justice Services, Queensland Corrective Services facilities such as the prison and detention centres, and local community organisations.

The Murri Court would not be possible without the support of local Community Justice Groups, Elders, and other respected members of the Indigenous community who so generously donate their time.

I have great confidence in the Murri Courts and believe the community-based approach leads to more positive outcomes for the local community. 
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