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QUESTION ON NOTICE

No. 379

Asked on Wed 10 March 2010
CONDAMINE-BALONNE RESOURCE PLAN

MR SHINE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES, MINES AND ENERGY AND MINISTER FOR TRADE (MR ROBERTSON)—
QUESTION:

How will the recently completed Condamine-Balonne Resource Plan be affected by the record flood levels in Southern Queensland?
ANSWER:

The Government has responded to the concerns by the water users in relation to the delays in the finalisation of the Resource Operations Plan (ROP) for the Lower Balonne by moving quickly to finalise the ROP for the Lower Balonne area.
The finalisation of the ROP has provided certainty for water users and the environment in the Lower Balonne. Water users now have a secure entitlement, which will enhance economic development in the catchment and give landholders clearly specified access to water.
The finalisation of the ROP is good news for the community in the Lower Balonne, which had been waiting for a ROP since the draft plan was released for public feedback in 2007. The Government was unable to finalise the ROP any sooner due to legal action.
The finalisation of the ROP allows the rural industry in the Lower Balonne to get on with their business and it will also enable the Commonwealth to buy water allocations from willing sellers under the Commonwealth water buyback program.
The ROP also gives added protection to the environment by keeping more water in the river during environmentally important flows to provide for the health of rivers, floodplains and wetlands. This includes the internationally recognised Narran Lakes in the lower part of the system.
Further Information: 
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